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HALLEY'S 



The 



Wanderer of the Skies Knocks out 
Superstition and Does Away 
with Prophecy 



1 



In tho DM Testuintiil we read of 
bloody sacrifices being mad" lo ap- 
pease the wrath of an angry god and 
nearly two lliousand years iftOt (as 
we are told by Christians) a God of 
LOTI sen! '"his only begotten son" 
into this world to save M from sim 
(so called) end this son, railed Christ, 
was crucified on a cross, we still read 
in our daily papers tales of the same 
kind of bloody sacrifices being offered 
to this sain 'blood thirsty god— and 
yet we say ve are CIVILIZED! 

A little more than a month ago the 
country was exercised over the n ap- 
pearand ( Bailey Comet, much as 

a certain people wen I OX ratlid 

over a wooden horse. The "wise 
men" toM M we would have our lives 
*u lifted oat instantly, that Wt would 
die of laugh ng gas, that we would see 
electrical displays, etc., etc., when we 
pa.-M.I thrOOgtl tlM tail of this terrihle 
eouiel, yet Halley's Comet has once 
more come ai.d gone and we still live, 
while the comet has gone on about its 
business as it always has. Hut out 
in that new state of Oklahoma there 
arose a religious fantic, Henry Hein- 

fellow worshippers, known as the 
"Select Followers," that he had re- 
cci ved a revelation from Qod that on 
May 18th the world was lo end and the 
heavens Would be lolled up like a 

■mil, following the contact with the 
tail of the comet; that the only thing 
woiilil avert the disaster was a bloody 



entice. 



t li U 



order 



i the 



icrilice Hud i.e. n placed ami |h( , |||||R|(I u „ d ^ shif , j, ,„„„ , he 

,1 fallen to Jane Wartield, aMy mw . h freethinker. 

wghttr. y MINNIE PAUL, 
eel Followers betttve that 



world a sacrilice had been placed and 
the lot had 
his step-daughter. 

The Seh ' 
sin has passed from them and that 
they can handle serpents and drink 
poison without evil effect, lleinmaii, 
their leader, bad been telling them in 
his sermons for several days that tile 
world would end on May 181 n and thut 
Halley's comet would sweep with pes- 
tikntial pan across the earth, de- 
stroying all animal life. He waited 
until the evening of the 17th of May 
to play his trump card and announced 
that he had received I revelation that 
the sacrilice of his .-ixt i en-year-old 
daughter, Jane Warlield, would avert 
the calamity. 

Down hi a doll in the Ola- .Moun- 
tains on May 18lh Jane w s elud in 
spotless whi I with a wreath of white 
roses about her head, her hands hound, 
Bl she stood surrounded by the Select 
Followers. lleinniau with a long 



crj ing out foi human blood i 



Why. oh why, ratio 
i allow that barbaroi 
eHMn to elina; to yoi 



r An 



It has 



rhile thei 



isl.uie than did the religion 
,outh, it is just as dangerous, 
s parasites on earth and its 
in the clouds. Every church 
st one paraattc tod 



pa 



Of bio, 



' expense. 



be taerifieea of lib 

The parasite, if he CO! 

moat and will live at 
N T ow is the time to cut 
ligions, both old anil new. and rally 

round th lianner of rationalism. 
Don'l let the dealer in "futures" sell 
you the old "wolf in si p'« cloth- 
ing." 

One of the daily papers - «tes thai 

Beinmi ami from near Leeaburg, 

Ohio, and is a graduate of an Ohio 
t'niversity; that he was »\ one time a 
"dieiple of Ilaruion, the Freethinker" 



and tha 



I that 



lave \y en ca: ricd on 
■ form of worship of the ban 
1 by Ileinnmn. The Wade reac 
ho kiuw Moses Harmon, kmn 



so: if Harmon's friends defi 

and the name of Fr elhought :' 
Christians spill blood. I 



II his h 



id I 



lo complete the bloody saerith c to ap- 
peaae the wrath of the blood-thirsty 
god—but lo, there appeared a rational 
hand headed by the sherilT . I DeWOJ 
eooaty and placed Heiiiman and his 
follower! under arrest and the girl 



■epil 



issiblf. 



THE CRUCIFIXION. 

Through.pu; the various gospels 
there KM very contradicting stories of 

the erueiflxicc of a KINO of the 

JEWS, which the forgers of the gos- 
pels have endeavored to apply to the 
fictitious crucilixioii of the mythical 
t brief Jeans, 

About the y<ar 166 B. C, in (he city 
of Modin, Maltathius. a pried of the 
Aomoiit- an family, slew ■ Jew and the 
royal office.-, then aided hv his 
soils, he rallied the faithful, tied t.i 



ml 



the 



of liberty OH which was inscribed M. 

K. H. L, the initials of the Bebrea 

war ery, "Mi Kan.oka Haelim 
Lchovo." ''loin which the insurgents 



ed III.' 



cahe 



ed • 



ru-alci 



It H 

about us and see the immense strides 
that science has made in the past cen- 
tury, that a kettd aoald find people to 
follow such vile teachings; a fiend, of 
who to rid himself of a stepdaughter, 

ligiou and before the gaze of his fi 
lowers. Surely these Select Followers 
are not all murders, not all idiots, not 
all insane! Is it possible that they 
are hypnotized by their leadei f How 
many thousand years will "oil away 
before the intliiencc ot the Dowies, 
Schlatter*, Lmm and lleinmans shall 
pa—.' When will murder cease to he 
committed iii the name of religion If 
When, oh when will the bh.o.u appe- 
tite of that gourmand pad be satisfied/ 
When will the sac rilice of human flesh 
endf When will rationalism compel 
the parasites to go to work? When 

will common sense predominate 00 

this sphere and erudicate the pois- 
onous influence of that damnable old 
book that has for centuries kindled 
human bonfires and tilled the rivers 
with blood and the asylums with in- 
sane' WaSO Halley's comet appears 
MVentj live yean hence, a! I time 
when each school child has his air- 
ship, when the Improbabilities of Bell- 
amy have become probabilities and 
perhaps realities, when Mother Ship- 
ton's prophecy seems mediocre, when 

llowers blossom where now lies the 
desert, will that hungry god still be 



K. B'S.) 
They r 

the Temple ai d re stored its worshi 
About 47 & C, Julius Caesar 

to Byreanui, ■ I f a a a rt i a, on 
rights. On the death of Caesar 
Byraaam 44 B. <'., all the de. 

consulate of Mark Antony. 

Herod th - I > real an Indiiinean 
scendant of a I'hilist UM -lave, ii 

li. c. wfth the aid of Roman tr 

under Sosiu ;, captured Jeru alem 

ANTKioNl s M ATTATHIAS, 



Ma, 



Be 



I the llos, 



i Ihr 



Aril 



Both 'had boon carried 
lo Itome by I'ompey in IS 

It. c, and both eaeapad In 57 B. ('.. 

ami returned to Palestine. 

sistance of hif hrolher-iii-law, l'otelniy 
Mennei, bul was defealed by llciod. 

About Hv. years afterwards, with 
the aid of five hundred Parthian war- 
riors, Antigouus became KINO OF 
TBE JEWS, and in the year 10 B, 
C. he was officially proclaimed King 
and high priest by the I'arthians. 

Alter ■ turbalaal reign of six years 
the Ifc.man general Sosius captured 
him. and as he had been 
against the Romans, 

••Mark Antony now MVS I 



I He. 



. havi 



stretched Antigoiius on a CROSS and 



Fore to «ay othaf King bp th. 

Unmans, he put him to death." (Dii 

CaaaJaa, book 40.) 

The very le arned Kuhbi Wise says 

"All pr heal historians of Hies. 

days BtentioO litis extraordinary oc 



current- e, ami the mnnner they did it 
shows it was considered one of Mark 
Antony's worst crimes; and that the 
sympathy with the CHIVIFIKD 
KINO OF THE JKWS was wide- 
-prcad and profound. Here Wl may 
well have the source of the crucifixion 

The learned Kubbo Wis.- also dem- 
onstrates that the canonical gospels 
were all written about 170 A. D. or 
after, and in an age of general ig- 
norance, when knowledge was trans- 
mitted by tradition. 

The ablest historians and investi- 
gators in the world corroborate his 
tat einent. 



i.ient histoi 
h and others 



i like 



rate the er.icittxion of Antigons. 

Over his m-ad was placed tin legend 
KINO OK THK JKWS. 

That is the historical foundation of 
the .-out radictory and fictition- |oepel 
stories of th - crucifixi if tne myth- 
ical i ferial .iesus. 

When we turn hack to the begin- 
ning of bittory ami tradition we find 
that over Ilfiy "Saviours" or "Sons 
of Qod," bo: n of " Virgins" died for 
the salvation of their people. 

Among those claimed lo have been 
Braeifled on a cross were Thillis of 

Egypt, iron M. C.j Aty- of Phrypia, 
1170, H. C, Tharana, of Syria, 1180 
B. ('.; Kraeebna of India. 11 M B. C.| 
Beuua of thi Druids SM B. C.j Kara 

Tat of BhuB, 810 B. C; ludria of 
Thibet, 7>> II. C; Hali of Arisso, 715 
B. C.J Jao of Nepaul, 62J B. C; 
Milhra of I'.rsia, tint) M. ('.; Alcestors 
of Buripidl ., 000 B. C; Buddha of 
India, 6IM) H. C.J yuetxalcoatle of 
Mexico, 587 B. C.J Witoba of the Tal- 
ingoni-se ">2'i It. C. ; (jiiirinus of Home, 

.".(Mi B. p.j I'homethui of Qreaaa, 600 
B. C.J and ixion of Home, 400 B. C. 

Most of the foregoing list were 
BUN-GODS. A tew were human be- 
ings to whom the legend of a cruci- 
fixion on a cross was long attirwards 
attached. 

As the SI N at the wintei solstice 



with 



sun-dogs or clouds, forming i CKOSS, 
the people place all their sins upon the 
crucified ana and its death redeemed 
them. 

About 2,400 B. C, the^un was cruci- 
fied in the y. ujH.al sign of Aries, the 
"Ham," and they worshipped the 
"Lamb of God." The three bright 
stars in "Taurus" being tho "Three 
wise men." Hence the oldest and 
most popaUl form of the crucifixion 
was the figure of a LAMB on a 

CROSS. 

The cross on the Vatican in Rome, 
Italy, is now in that form. 

That is th- astronomical foundation 
of the cnieilixiou. 

During the reign of Conslantiuc 
Pogaol Canon BB of the Btfa Synod of 
Constantinople, 707 A. D. decreed 
that the figure of a MAN should be 
fastened to the CKOSS instead of a 
lamb; which was confirmed by l'opc 
Adrian, ftt*i. 

The forgers of the gospels who 
1NVKNTKD C hrist Jesus about M0 
A. I>. must neeessariully have their 
"Sou of Ood" crucified on i CKOSS 
like all the ; ..cent sun-gods, and then 
have him give the power of binding 
and loosing I. Mat I. XX 1:10) to 
SATAN (vs. 88), then to the p 
and his SATANIC Raman Catholic 
Church has claimed that |u>vv t ei aVM 

That makes the pope and priest- 
hood SUPER lOH To ooli. 

After thirty-five years investigation 
we find that is the crucilixioa story. 

OEO. K. SLY. 
San Di.go. California. 



ERNST HA ECKEL AS A TEACHER 

(Friedrich Lijisius iu ltlubuch.) 
The approaching retirement of Pro- 
faaaof Brnal Beinrieb Baeehel, natur- 
alist-author ami professor of /■oology, 
as a public speaker— after Ihirty- 

I'niversity makes a visit to his lec- 
ture room doubly interesting just now. 

Shortly before nine a. m. th- 
benches in 'he big square auditorium 
filled with students male and female. 

and not a few Americans youth, mid- 
dle age and old age — crowd aroaod the 
professor's cathedra. 

At the siroke of nine llaeek. l en- 
ters, still a powerful figure, with a 
high forehei l and the rosy complexion 
of a healthy Herman girl of twenty. 
Beard und l air are slightly -.ay Un- 
typical savant of the Fatherh.ud. com- 
bining the aggressiveness <>1 an old 
warrior with a child's good nature. 

On the walls of the room and on the 
several stands and easles placed at in- 
tervals, are dozens of statistical tables 
and drawings of plants and animals, 
most of them done by the professor 



himself, for Haeckel is an 
ed dm ught sman and a fine artist. 

BRftSekel speaks without notes; his 
most elaborate scientific lectures were 
pered in Ibis manner. As be once 
ted out, his is not knowledge se- 
ed fr Iiooks; he only teaches 

rs that he has seen with his own 



cs. that 



the 



iself < 



I hi- 



ften 
raillery 

the dignified 

laughter. 

All the students are busy 
lite using shorthand, others 
.lea only. Every little while 



labors. 

ord of criticism 
own the gaunt- 
views, but more 
idulges in mild 
that 
astir with 



I the 



nthei 



baai 



some specimen of bone, dried plant or 
mineral from his collections to illus- 
trate the point he is making. 

Still more interesting is Haeckel in 
his inner circle of students, which he 
is pmased to call his 'Small 1'racti- 
cum," where he teaches no more than 
twenty Mholam at a tin.., moving 
I hem from place to place, examining 
their work, correcting and encourag- 
ing and scolding, if necessary. He 



itiaVl in I' H niatioii, be never fails to 
ddt "Now, have you thoroughly un- 

er4 1 uij f Have 1 maile myself 

leap lo you .' If not, 1 will explain 
vet again, or give you some tables 
nd'drawiugs to lix the thing in your 
.ind ." 



We propose to open and close the fol- 
wing article with prayer. Although 
e admit that our faith in such logic 
very weak that will not, however, 
event us giving our honest opinion 
llpan the subject, so long as we have 
ither object in view than the dis- 
semination of the truth. And to be- 
ilb will say we find 'la whole 
a of whul is called the Chris- 
lion church or religion, founded on a 
firm belief in the efficacy, utility and 
logic of prayer, without it its -ci vic. > 
mid be useless. 

We are told thai the fervent, effect- 
ual prayer of a righteous man availeth 
are also told that a 
righteous man would be a hard thing 
rifer says that there is 



j (By Otto Wettstein | 

Why " Monism f" What is the mat- 
ter* with plain and comprehensive 
"Mj-ilcrialumr ' The latter term de- 
'fin* correctly the great science of 
iiirlflt'sal existence, and implies that 
mailer is the sole of reality. "Mon- 
ism" refers to a unity of existence 
only, hut tails to define what this 
unity is. It might imply Pantheism 
or S|)ookisin. It is a poor substi- 
tute for grand, old and invulnerable 
• • btatarlaliam" 



"Infinite ami Eternal 
ieb exists is — matter, 
nothing more. In seg- 



:'i.daver, protoplasm, dust, 
rid. In infinite aggrega- 



| ami organic life. Could 



is latest s|m, 

■ wppoaad 

Mb »f seen, 
i-cted by lei 



mply an eternal repetition of what 
■ know -xists in our Immediate en- 



There is one essenliul agent 
In mist cannot control in his lubor- 
tory, viz: tune; and Ibis it the rea- 
son why m iller iu Nature's workshop 
produces results iu the c urse of 

ages which n an iu course of g> M> 

I can n -< ei accomplish. 



There is BO "dead mutter." If 
matter wer - dead there would be no 
chemical altinity between atoms, no 
life, gravity, attraction, etc. When a 
living Itratitaia or organism dies and 
disintegrates, each atom |s.sesses the 
identical life or poteutiuline.- it did 
when in th • living form or when it 
bral "giavilati d" with millions of 
associate atoms to evolve such living 
from. We may correctly define the 
tern, "life'' as organic or inorganic 
life, but never as living or dead mat- 



To assume a b: ginning of each 
-pce.al form is correct, lo assume a 
beginning of the ••stuff" they are 



. thai 



fore they must end. Ami b.-cause 
••stuff" is eternal in the pad it will 
he eternal in the future. And be- 
cause it is universally active no, so 
niii-l it have been eternally active in 
the past and, therefore, will be for- 
ever active in the future. No god 



PRAYER 



That of the Righteous Man Availeth 
But the Righteous Man Not 
to Be Found 



..gilt--. 



Jesus says that Ihal ex.- pt your 
righteousm ss exceed that of the 
S.-rilH-s and Pharisees, ye .-an in no 
wise enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. So according tu the testi- 
mony the prayers of the lighteous 
would n»t aieou.it to very much after 
all. We are also told to pray with- 
out .fusing. We will simply pass by 
thai idiotic expression as unworthy 
of comment. 

But here is where our faith, belief 
and confidence in either the elucacy, 
utility »r logic of prayer don t amount 



of - 



We 



lold t 



ad i 



i that i 



vvi-h 



11 we have to do is to ask 
iu faith, and we will be sure to get 
it. Ask and ye shall receive. Knock 
and it will be ojiened unto you. Now 
nothing could be more plain or posi- 
tive than the above solemn ,•.•■!. use-. 

again by th* Mist four writers of the 
Oo>p. Is. and iu our estimation noth- 
ing could oe more false or deceptive. 

We have yet to learn of just one 
single instance where it can be shown 
that any god ever heard or answe 
a prayer from any living mortal, 
prayers of mankind are alriady 
swered. a id no god has done 
either. 

We know that we are living and 
know that we shall die. That is 



that 



i know 
vv the. 



a slur upon his dignity. It puts him 
in the place of a tyrant instead of a 
god. Do we have lo tell god what we 
want, and ask him if he will please 

already knov. more about o.u wants 

than we. oureelvee, know. 

Again, in case god answers our 
prayc- I l.ea he leaves it to us to say 
what we ran) and w hat is besl for us. 
All he does in the case is to simply 
grant us our wishes. That would bt 
taking the right of decision out ol 
hi- reach. Muj have hill, se-viug us 
instead of us serving him. 

As to the folly of prayer we will 
have this to say : We see i*ople every 
ho claim to be intelligent, who 



ligions fat-tors, Bitterly opposed to 
tab other, and both fighting and 
ay ing for the supremacy. Both of 
em have their cases in the hands 
»J the lord and both are imploring 
him through earnest prayer for he.pl 
is, — Which party is 



the 



help — if either 



through earnest prayer for help. 

s time deal justly with In. .self and 
them too f 

Now we rtish to ask, — Would it not 
look more reasonable, more sensible, 
more justifiable, more god-like for 
him to sav. 1 will not have anything 
lo do with your troubles, tight them 
out on your own hook. I will neither 
hear nor answer any of your prayers 
in regard to the matter, for religion 
don't consist iu murdering each other. 

Now our version of the matter is 
this,- N» pod has any more to do with 
the way religious matters aie run iu 



this 



i I hav 



I | 



ot half i 

a ud 0001 



sioiially upon Hie subject, but god 
never .Iocs. The same rule will ap- 
ply with e<iuul force to the two great 
pohtioal factions who are at the pres- 
< lit fighting tor the supremacy of the 
country. \ large majority of the 
leaders, no doubt, are members of 
some .me t the so-called religious 
churches, and their faith and belief 
in the efficacy of a prayer hearing and 
prayer answering god is something 
not to be winked at. And many are 



the times, 
been jaaph 
ing help 



, his 



•iship 



V glo, 



d from bended km 
time of need, and that 
for the top seat may be 
eafaL Then after the battle is 
the successfully parly will write 
chorus ot thanks to the lord for 
le presi- 



i, like one 
plenty, who is the other party going 
to curse for giving them a glorious de- 
feat 1 This you see would be plac- 
ing the lord iu a critical condition, 
and all the resource left for bim 
would be like in the cuse of helping 
Jutluh drive out the inhabitants of the 
valley — Would be to simply "back 

Now this same criterion or rule of 
judgment will not only hold good in 





- and political affairs of 


mankind, bt 




aid for all his 




. th,- cadi. 


to the grave. 


Hut the wh 


■ le truth ai 


.1 nothing but 


the truth 


.umeU up i 


i a nut shell 




about this, 






ing or pta 


rat taawariag 


go.l. either 




• imaginary." 


Such a boil 


g a- that v 


ould not only 


be an impo- 


■ibility, but 


would be use- 



be 



r his pra; 



lo and 



bee. 



• I he sub- 



rill g 



lead them into temptation, but) to do 
u-s they say and take care of them 
They will get up feeling iH-rfeetly sat- 
isfied that their prayers have been 
heard and will be answered. While at 
the same time they will not have a 
scintilla of ividence' to show that their 
prayers I TOf went an inch higher than 
the ceiling of Hie MOM in which they 
were -lttin^. Then on retiring at 
night they I ill put their case iu the 
hands of our " Father, who are in 
Heaven," and go to sleep feeling per- 
fectly satisfied that alt is well. But 
during the night the elements become 
enraged, a f.arful tornado comes and 
sweeps a whole city with Hi* people 
in it into rUruily iu a few minutes. 
That is the way the lord often answers 

up in at amity, 

The lord vill of course, be on hand 
immediately after the deed is done, 
but never before. He always aomai 
too late. His services are not needed 
then. 

Now look for a moment at the -late 
of affairs right here iu the United 
States iu regard to (he two great 



That would be simply making a god 
subservient to our wishes. In other 
words it would be simply taking the 
power of attorney out of his hands. 



ad usiu 
The p* 



pie of this 



fancy, they think they have got him 
so coinplel. lv under their control that 
ask what they will he will grant it. 
Hut era have known many ca-es where 
they have been seriously dis ippointed. 



iaa the 



OIllV 



has been, "The lord knows best what 
i- good for us." Then in thai case 
we ask- 1 - If Hie load knows besl, what 
in the name of the lord are they both- 
ering him for, and trying fo make him 
please them and do us they wished. 
There are instances where the peo- 



bec. 



ed | 



a prayer answering god that they 

have eluded that they could have 

him make it rain for them, in viola- 
tion of the laws of nature. But such 



re bee 



The 
edu- 



But we must stop. We haw already 
made our article too long. But when 
we get on topics like this there don't 
seem to be any stopping place in it. 
We will, perhaps, in the near future, 
take up Hie subject again, "So let us 
pray." 

JOJEL M. BERRY. 
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a.le long before man existed; )e»i 
lMg ages Mor* the earth wa. ere-i 
Why inch a plant Man had! 

given H offense to god Ol other- 
wise, for It had no existence for 
count lew ages before Rod decreed 
the j>lan. 

' has 



Tins is tho bible doctri 



km 



i to c 



Jalvi 



t In* t divine MM hx-.l up by Cahnif 
Luther's BlM is quile dimocra .c; 
it gives In- people some show, a 

chance, bi ii.rt mli'iiniuliim. What 

a eoutcuiptiible plan that Zionist ic 
ia; yes the whole Christian 
le comes little abort of idiot, y; 
its leading M.p|>orlers tit subject- lor 



< theot 



ole 



■, bclho 
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I whose keeping Sevetus entrusted, for 
| inspection and approval, a transla- 
f the bible. Instead of approv- 
al translation, Calvin explored 
if, hunted down lototM, li:ul 
ought tc Geneva, where he, the 
priest, had a fire bi 
green wood, tied his victim thereon 
and feasted his eyes on the quiver- 
ing flesh and charred bones of one 
of Europe's brightest scholars. 

Does any one want to know 
more of Calvin and his Divine Plant 
It lias a long history; 

Sevetus hi 
There are many others, some of them 
of little less magnitude, but they 
cannot be gtne into here, as maga- 
ne space is not at my command. 
Calvin, like Luther, was a Catholic 
priest, no better and no ' 
the pope and his statistics at that 
ere barbarians, all bent 
on ruling, or murdering all I 
called in question the divine right 
the church, the alleged truth of the 
bible, or any part thereof; or that 
not the work of Ihvh, the 
god of the Hebrews the Dens Primus 
of the Christians. Prom Constau- 
tine down to the so-called reforma- 
tion, the bleaching bones of slaught- 
ered millions, victims of Cuiistianity, 
the leading scholars of Europe; 

likened every bill dale and plane; 
the most of them terribly mutilated, 
and tortured before giving up their 
amid lire and smoke which tht 
priesthood gloated in triumph ovei 
the terrible scene, nor did this in 
human massacre end with the protest 
of Calvin and Luther, for it went 

worje than before. To the 
er of heretics, the part 
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SECOND LETTER TO THE 

BROOKYLN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

(By Judge Ladd.) 
To the Bible and Tract Society of 
Brooklyn; Its Most Worthy Presi- 
dent, and the Watch Tower of Zion: 

Long and patiently have 1 stood at 
the gate waiting your pleasure to 
answer my criticism on your Divine 
Plan, which, in the long pa.U you 
kindly sent me, i'eeeling that I nave 
been neglected, not by reason of any 
unkiuduess on your part, but by the 
decrees of fate over which you have 
no control, your silence 
acknowledge to be a pleasui 
ing that your gods wi 
graciously pleased with my crit- 
ism and thereby requested that you 
make no answer, but be content with 
that which is unauswerab! 
your former kindness to me calls for 
renewed efforts on my part, - 
only to please your divine pastor 
but to show to you my appreciation 
of your favor in sending me your 
embellished plan, adorned by the 
crumbling walls of the venerated 
tower of Zion. 

The subject is to great, the tower 
is so long standing (from all eter- 
nity) ; the p:an so just, so merciful, 
so kind and so human as to "~ 
surprise to the heathen, that all 
kind were not swallowed up in that 
endless Tartans which lahyeh 
graciously created for all but 
few— the eltct, the offshoots of the 
followers of the humane Calvin, who, 
in his tender mercy roasted his 
friend, Sevetus, a digering Chris- 
tian on points of the divme plan, 
over a slow fire, that his agony 
might be prolonged in obedien 
that sacred plan. 

That Divine Plan calls for further 
comment. A great, fareeing, 
humane, all-wise, just and merciful 
creator of worlds in endless space, 
sits down by his fireside, bows his 
head in solemn awe, and there, as 
the first thought and act, even before 
the creation of a single world, plans 
for the crsation of our little earth, 
for peopleing it with counUess bil- 
lions of human beings; all but Cal- 
\ ins were handful, to be P asted, as 
Calvin roasted his friend Sevetus, 
for all eternity in a fire of brimstone. 
These countless billions to be roast- 
,.,1 had no say in the matter for the 
Divine Plan wi 



ith the other 



their 



In the long conflict be- 



murder 
i the 

•h Huguenots, 
to untimely grs 

r did these inhuman sacrifices 
to an end until the thinking 
n element of outraged human- 
ity could endure it no longer; then, 
led by Atheists (your brethren) who 
met in secret; laid their plans, (not 
divine plans) to rouse the sleeping 
genius,— the intelligence of Europe, 
n. It was a bold move; /or 
all was 

later, in disguise the first move was 
made in Italy under the very nose 
of the Pontiff, 
his crimes, that he failed to realize 
the purport of the move. While he 
still slept, the clasies were brought 
from their hiding place and trans- 



Intellectual freedom perched on 
every side where thought existed; 
civil governments were established, 
most of the officials being Atheists 
(your brethren). In time, as all 
know; civil rule took the place of 
he ecclesiastical power, whose reign 
f piety, poverty, ignorance 
rime was given its death blow from 
which Christianity is now slowly dy- 
ing; your Divine Plan still floats, 
but it has lost its sails, am 
rudder, and i> rapidly drifting on the 
rocks. 

calling on Luther to save them, Ci 
vin and his creed, few in numbei 
are on their death bed, given up by 
all physicians; their fate mourned 
by the Brooklyn Bible and Tract 
Society, who are still living in the 
garden with Adam and Eve, where 
they hope to sell bibles for a living 
and thereby avoid the sweat of the 
brow. As to Luther, like Calvin, he 
was a rebel, not because he believed 
his people, could understand th. 
bible, but because he wanted thi 
local revenue, which the people de 
vised him; he knew, as you do, thai 
no two can understand that book, 
alike, as you state in your Divine 
Plan tacitly admit by quoting some 
author who likens the bible to an 
old fiddle, on which any tur.< 
layed. 

Luther's tune is quite different 
rom Calvin's is very old; it takes 
l only a few, and that few whether 
they will or want, while Luther gives 
his people some say in the matter. 
If they want to go to hell with peo- 
ple of intelligence they can do so, 
otherwise they can join the general 
herd of thoughtless Christians, keep 
s paid to the church, and go 
n without let or hindrance; 
where they will spend their lives in 
idleness, singing only of the son, his 
virgin mother, the bird father and 
the great Ihveh. 

Now dear friends of the Brook- 
lyn Bible and Tract Society, don't 



inipirc, nicked up despised Chris- 
ianity and put it on an imi>erial 
'coting. Thus putting lite into the 
whole i bin;; and thereby enabling it 
his example and murder all 
who stood in the churches' way— all 
iters. Thus did the earth be- 
on.- ghostly slaughter-house, 
ity in the original scheme; fol- 
lowed by two rebels, the one, Calvin, 
a murderer, I he other, only prevent- 
d from a like crime by the state, a 
hater and reviler of men of intelli- 
gence. 

Thus stands Catholicism and tin 

n. A foundation of criminal lun 
ics supported by a vast herd ol 
thinking and weak minded, tht 
descendants of a pigeon and a vir 
Let us count noses. Froni youi 
watch tower booklet, sent me 
by your kindness. I take the follow- 
ing statistics of the religious, world 
ind others. 

Heathens, 856 millions; Moham- 
nedons, 170 millions; Jews, 8 mil- 
ions; Roman Catholics, 100 millions; 
Votestants, ll(i millions; world's 
wpiilation, 1420 millions. 

Of this number, the Divine Plan, 
is you give it, says 1,000,000, wc 
fear would be too liberal an estimate 
of the little flock— the sanctified in 
Christ Jesus. The 116 millions put 
down to the Protestants ycu say, is 
IN excess of the true number, 
een millions would, we believe, 
nearly express the number of 
professing church members of adult 
years." Of the earth's populati 
the Divine Plan saves only one I 
'ion out of :, 420,000,000, and tail la 
11 Jehovah with his love goodi 
ind mercy could, or saw fit to si 
all the rest he created for hrll. ! 

oms of heathens have no 
ligion. Here let us pause and 
the reader whether he thinks a I 
god or any sane man, ever made any 
plan, or any one else not an 
idiot or lunatic, or, if he believes any- 
sane man, not a devil incarnnte, could 
divise any such a scheme! 

That the memberR of the Brooklyn 
Bible and Tract Society believe 
such contemptable stuff, is self \,i- 
dent; it is flat or it is insanity. 
The real, not pretended belief, ir 
le or more intelligent supreme be- 
ings is but the result of long habit 
or weakness of reasoning faculties. 
Come, let us be honest ; let us not try 
deceive ourselves, much lest 
others. An honest man is the most 
luminous star in the heavenly con- 
stellation. 

Freethought begets reason, reason 
leads to doubt, doubt the restless 
child of g.nius is ever pressing on- 
ward for the truth, to attain wlueh, 
should be the aim of every honest 
man, when reached the lll(H imfll 
chamber like the sun is ever ]K>uring 
forth his luminous rays to light up 
the dark pathway of a rising human- 
ity, to engraft on this bland world a 
more intelligent people, make a hap- 
pier race. While faith the stupid 
child of religion, sacrificing th 
joys and pleasures of this world i 



stag- 



ildeil 



the 



p..\eiiv t '.'i.sl ruction In the forth 
rem in v of MB vulgar era picked up 
the starving child, gave it a sword, 
faggots and' fire; it grew to .ua.iho.id, 
nit even when a boy it disagreed, 
livided into taction, each slaught- 
ring I he other to set lie the status 
if these gods, when these quarrels 
ame to an end at the Council of 
Nicara. :I2> Common Kra, being 
ted they turned their intention to 
i-believers, wheu all Europe, a 
part of Asia and Africa became the 
laughter-house of the world, nor did 
blood ties, friendship, rank or intel- 
ligence st ami in the way. The mad- 
ness of Christianity, knew no 
)ounds; for more than a thousand 
.cars tin h.st and purest blood of 
he three continents went c 
•ivers. Christianity held the 
he instrument, which the mythical 
Christ is made to say he brought, 
tend of peace. So stands the history 
>f Christianity. United it siaughti 
unbelievers, divided, the factio 
slaughter each the other. 

Now dear friends of the Brooklyn 
Bible Society, if you entertain the 
ilightest doubt that 1 am in this 
IT, in .had earnest, or that I have 
nerstaled the facts, 1 call your at- 
tention to the bible itself, especially 
the Old Testament, showing its fact, 
its brutality, its vulgarity, and in- 
decency to such an extent as to 
render it a book not fit to be circu- 
lated in respectable, polite society. 

other statements and my 
position on Christianity, which is but 
digest of the facts, 1 direct your 
teution to the science of astron- 
omy, geology, paleontology, anatomy, 
physiology and other kindred 

ihes of biology, all 
Christianity. 

Also to the higher criticism of the 
Tubengen School (all its professors 
Christians) and to the later German 
criticism, which finds 
epistles spurious, the older school 
found ten out of the fourteen spur- 
ms, as well as every book (f) 
;pted) of the O. T. and every piece 
I writing in the N. T. 
When 1 call your attention to the 
ite comicform writings of BabyU 
h i<-li show the bible stories of ci 
tion and the bood to be borrowed 
legends, also retorted by Beroses 
be Babylonian priest, which had 
their origin in Akkad of El 
To this I cull your attentio 
religious system of Egypt; to its gods 
show that the Christians might 
have borrowed of that people its 
story of the miraculous conception, 
stannelaHoa and birth of the divine 
child, also its trinity, miracles, cast- 
ing out of devils and many other 
Christian Kncts. The Persion, 
Ma/ion religion I call your atten- 
tion to, to show where the Uulleybut, 
the satan come from, Ah. una the 
Persian evil one, once a god, in rebel- 
lion, who was cast out of heaven. 
(See Zaroister). To Monetho the 
Egyptian historian, I cite you to 
hat the Hebrews were 
jt, that the story of E; 
■OWM in Um expulsion of the 
who, after five hundred 
years rulo, were driven from the 
country. Here I cite Gerald Mossey 

Rabbi Sol on Selimidler etal tt 

prove I he K.xo.lus a romance, Mosei 
Egyptian god Baccln.se, th» 
Griek Doionvsus the god of wine 
Then you will see in Hinder saered 
writings and in the life of Buddha 
almost similar stories as those told 
of the mythical Christ. Then if you 
will read tin Ruins of Kmlond yui 
will lad an earlier story, how Wan 
imonial was born in a stable, cradlri 
in a manger, as the saviour of hii 



bromless babble of the clericy 
Science knows no religion, It has nt 
faith, it deals in solid facts, in mat 
ter and force which are Um supreme 
source of a boundless univeise, wit 
out thought, intelligence or design. 

Religion i rd its gods has ever been 
a disturbing element in our litth 
world. The old pagon religions bori 
of the zoological prinutes who lea< 
arborial lives, sat on the trei 
branches and cracked their nuti 
with stone hammers were the ere 
ators of the first gods, they eoult 
i, but they bad faith thai 
this earth was what it afforded; i 
bat surface, around which revealet 
he sparkling Light of the sun, mool 
and stars; all were to this troglodyte 
io many living beings; the sun al 
he head; ail being persoirfled be- 
came gods, before whom this Primuti 
bended the ki 



a pn 

In this the world got 



; first 



lir.s 



this lj He | 



god, 
religion 
rang all 



religions of th. 
• religions were too busy ii 
hunting a living, to quarrel over th< 
icerns which effected their godi 
ly, l. e., they trusted t heir gods 
look out for themselves. (See 
*ro's comments). So they lived 
peace among themselves and their 
neighbors. But a new era ushered 
in Christianity was born, an evil day 
was on; its childhood was rags, and 



In ] 



• and 



h else 

l> iking 



th 



bible 

sacred history of Greece and Rome, 
parables to (he Christ 
be found abundant, 
all the pag >n peoples, 
be found t i our gosf 
lesser deities, saviors, 
god in intercourse wit 
very common in pagan bvthology; 
as to tr.uties and 
jtagons possessed t 



:he stories of theinvlhieal Christ. 
Vot one thing except its intolerance 
ind murders lias Christianity got to- 
lay, that the pagons did not possess, 
.11 romes sifted through (ireeian 
MUNI, led bv Pluto, later by Philo 
he Jew. 

As to thj origin of the bible, its 
WWIHII books and other writings, 
Is M-vrral purported authors, see till 
riticisms mid numerous othei 



also 



book, "Kmc 



her writing 
under 

thors cited showing all to be 

That the Christ was a myth, 
the evidence is over whelming; the 
c K offered 
my writings. 



For a full •bowing of the life of 
'lirislianity, rend I he histoi; of its 
nrtli and early life, to learn that 

and Kssrlic.4, two sorieli.v, ot N. I Mills 

who livid, the one near lake Neriotes 
Africa, the other on the shores 
of tho Dead Sea, both fully organ- 1 
izod and in working order more than \ 
huiidrel and fifty years before 
the time assigned to Christ. In all' 
their practice* they were the same 
as the Christians. In short they 
were the first Christians. About 120 
of our era they were lost to history', 
uhrii ('hii-.lninity, under that name 
first appeared to the world. 

om that time to the fourth cen- 
tury they were almost constantly en- 
gaged in slaughtering each other over 
the most trivial doctrinal points. 

a the fourth century, when in 
power under Constine, they having 
tied their own quarrels, turned 
?ir vials of wrath on unbelievers 
WSM Cat more than a thousand years, 
all Christendom became a boiling 
ldron of fire and death, in which 
llions of lives were sacrifices to 
sutisfy the maddened, blind fury of 
the church; for a thousand years all 
Christendom became a vast slaught- 
mse, with the pope and his 
priests directing, the carnage, friends 
and foes alike went down to death, 
eminence in life or blood ties 
stood in the way. Death to all un- 
believers went up from Rome, the 
more severe the torture the more 
was Christ glorified. This was the 
ripe fruit of Christianity, the nat- 
ural and inevitable result of the 
teachings of the bible, the book you 
now forcing on the world, as 
predecessors forced Christi- 
anity. 

To read the history of Christian- 
y is enough to chill the blood in 
le's veins. When you have read all 
this, put a drop in the bucket of 
Christian criminality, then turn to 
the several church councils, espe- 
cially to that of Nice 325, for a 
history of the disgraceful, fraudulent 
criminal proceedings therein, 
which gave to the world the Chris- 
ian creed, the canon and the myth- 
cal Christ, but the story is too long 
o be repeated here, as it took the 
priesthood more than fifteen hundred 
s to make it, and cov.i tkoix 
Christian forgeries, the most of 
which have been unearthed and put 
exhibition for the benefit of man- 
kind, and 'to aid the Brooklyn So 
in selling bibles, 
iw dear friends, this record was 



GREAT RARITY. 

Bhe was youn* and romantic, and 
whi-n she visited \rlr.ona she whs fan 
clnntnd with the wild scenery 

"You have some wonderful sights 
Out here.' she renin rked, as she 
stepped from the stage cnach 

." drawled Amber Pete, 



th. 



you I 



Ide of the town to see the rarest 
light of all." 

The eastern girl was all enthusiasm 

"Ah, lowering peaks scintillating In 
the last rays of the sun, or mighty 
cascades where rainbow waters gush 
all through the green rocks?" 

Amber Pete shook his head. 

"No, lady, thar ain't nothing rare or 
wonderful In such sights as them. I 
was alluding to a Chinaman with 
whUkerB. He runs a laundry down 
the way and he's the only Chinese 
with whiskers In seven states." 



Frightened Off. 

A Washington car conductor, born 
in London and still a cockney, has 
succeeded In extracting thrills from 
the alphabet — imparting excitement to 
the names of the national capital's 
streets. On a recent Sunday morning 
he was calling the streets thus: 

"Haltch!" 

"High!" 

"Jay!" 

"Kay!" 

"Hell!" 

At this point three prtm ladles 
picked up their prayerbooks and left 
the car.— Llppincott'a. 



That Kind of Mystery. 

"You need a big mystery fn your 
play to make it go. The public de- 
mands It. Something that'll keep em 
guessing." 

"What kind of mystery?" 

"Something deep and awful. Some- 
thing as fascinating as the dramatic 
mystery that surrounds the pitcher 
and catcher when they meet on the 
field during the game and confer In 
awful whispers." 



Falling Sight. 

"I guess that awf'ly nearsighted fel- 
ler that calls on sis is getting worse." 
said Jlmmle, aged twelve. 

"That's just enough from you, Jim." 
said the indignant girl. 

"What makes you think he Is get- 
ting worse. James," inquired his fa- 



DISAPPOINTED. 



. pa,l 



it, s 



t at 



lit. If it is a bad showing, don't 
blame me, but chargo ■ it up to the 
of Christianity, 
oiiree of the N. T. writings 
and how they became recognized, is 



long ; 



repeal 



I el. 

ention to :he Christians at this time, 
rhey may be divided as follows: The 
eal mm iillH believers is weak and 
itupiil, his reasoning faculties, if not 
petrified, are too low to be of any 
his religion rests on faith; 
nhales it from his priest. Then 



elas 



idifferent. They nominall; 
i it. because it is about 



men, they »n bettor edn 

business proposition, it Ii 
In thi> class we have sol 
men of ability. They tur 
ing ear to it to sell thei 




First 1 
off de ex( 

him an empty beer keg. 

Second Tramp— Did he grab It 



, thai 



others as stupid as the first c'.atV, hul 
all alike are in the swim, for a living, 
and because of its once popularity 
and iiilluen.e. This elass is not i'n 



.villi ■ 



get 



■i, ih. 



sup 



I have a heart-rending 0 



"The heroine Is in such reduced clr- 



"l!ut the worst Is yet to come. She 
tin to bltlM the fire with the rubber 



,les 



end 



ehoo, 
chtd. 



present, in the decline of Christian- 
ity, the loss of p.estage and the 
shrinkage cf revenue has footed them 
to adopt now plans, deny their past 
history, falsify and twist their 
bible stories, deny plain truths, to 
hold the less intelligent, appeal to 
the better class not to desert I hem in 
this trying hour. 

The Christian devil has be ..me un- 
popular, the more intelligent of the 



Advertising. 

"Why do you persist on making 
spee. h' ■ on the unpopular side of a 
subject?" 

"Well." molted Senator Sorghum, 
"the peni le t-ee so many arguments 
on the right side of a question that 
the only way to get a reputation for 
•MMttOSal originality Is to contradict 
them." 



Another Theory. 

"How .In yon explain this charge 
that beef mapnatos sell their product 



,ed hi. 



less leurned keep him to fright, n the 
weak minded; for this purpOM he 
has been I he principal support to 
Christ ianitv. 

Now dear friends, if you think you 
can successfully controvert m.v }x, si- 
Let us rejoice that 'we are living 
in an age of reason, progress, grow 
ing intelligence and humanity; the 
age of faith, Christian ignorance, 
piety and crime is passing away. 
Christianity ere long to sleep with 
paganism '.,i one common grave. 
Alomeda, California. 



The New Literary Field. 

"Wbo'l that billionaire with the big 
touring ear and the two extra tires?" 

"That's TennyBon Blnks. He's the 
fellow who Invents the personal and 
private memoirs of the world's great 
feather weights." 



"How's your garden getting along?" 

"I can't tell. II .hose green things 
that are up are ludlshes. It's great, hut 
If they're weeds It s going to be a 



(Hy A. II. White) 
If lie who own* this little lull 

In KoiiiK to mpihI to llrll 
Two tliinl* ol M or nearly all 

Who on I lie surface dwell - 
I kiiv if such a thing is true 

Oh! ( 



If he could have his way. 

Hi written <lod allowed tin sun 

At Joshua s command 
To look on till the fight was done 

Ami Ifcaenania strewed the land. 
Now if (lod really cured to gee 

That Joshua got through 
Of dirty tri"ks whnt can I line be 

ft* MtyeMb to dot 

N'ow don't you think it's real absurd 

That he uho made this Mltk 
Would make a tangle of his "Word" 

Then give to us at birth 
A pair of ryes that cannot Ml 

His mea-iinfr to construe 
If Ood will do tins ft**! nn> Wt 

BlRlrt "Id "Jim" to do? 



Men blame the Devil for liis »eft 

Hul how BU he liis duty sli'rk 
While (lod ends victims in?* 

Old Beely does the best he can 
To carry Clod's work throitjrli 

And as he's part of God's great plan 
What else can Helley dot 

Th« sooner all such trash is hurled 

Tnto the briny sea 
Ami Reason mlM o'er all the world 

The bett?r we will be. 
For it' you stop to think my friend 

'Twill soon be plain to you 
No God or Devil has a hand 

In Bn/thiug we do. 



THE LATE CLARA TAYLOR. 



you receive many 
ii'icns about the various 
worthies wno reside in different parts 
of the country. Hut, iierhaps, there 



> ha 



such I 



plac 



the affections of a great many men 
as the late Clara Taylor. Born in 
Kockingham county, N. C. Educated 
at Whitsett Institute and at the 
State Normal College at Greensboro, 
N. C, where high honors were won 
by her bright utility and great in- 

Her parents were church-going 
people who frequently entertained 
the preacher. S. S. was handy 
she saw it all. But after finishing 
school the great problem that m 
every one and confronted her 
"How shall I be independent 
make u livingf " 

Thomas Paine 's works came into 
her hands, some of the powerful ar- 
guments of Josephine K. Henry on 
woman's rights and independence 
came to be second nature with her 
and while she was reading Mr. 
[ngWMll'l works and admiring the 
great and convincing arguments in 
the "Blue Grass Blade" from the 
pen of the lumen ted Mr. Moore, she 
went to searching for some one 
shared her own views. This one 
found in the person of Miss Blanch 
Alexander 01 Greensboro, N. C, wh( 
wns ready to give" her much encour 



ml ass 



Km 



time on she ranked as one of the 
leading Infidels of the old north 
State. 

Always up and active in her argu- 
ments she, by her fine educaiion and 
knowledge of the bible, could put the 
christians to rout. Her business pros- 
psrad and that with her commanding 
influence made her many enemies 
among the superstitious christians. 
They longed for a chance to give her 
trouble, this opportunity came when 
Sam Jonjs' circus came along. 
Charges were trumped up against hot 
and her sensitive disposition caused 
her to move away from Greensboro, 
her rcsiilcn M, and tuke up hei abode 
in Winston Salem, where, after gain- 
ing many friends, ghe died of a 
broken heart, caused by christian in- 
tolerance an I bigotry. 

Had she lived many years she 
doubtless would have been the Jose- 
phine K. Henry of North Carolina. 
Hut alas, she is no more except as 
she lingers in the sweet memory of 
her many friends. While at Greens- 
boro she was visited by scores of her 
intimate friends and each one felt 
that than was a strong tie between 
them and her. And whenever such 
an taflMBtUl person as Miss Taylor 
resides it is bound to attract the men 
far and wide. And now as Miss 
Taylor is no more, how nice if other 
yonng iroia< n would emulate her ex- 
ample. No one can have such an 
influence for freedom as a good, lively 
and active Infidel woman. 

And now dear Infidels, let us be up 
and doing and press on, for the 
liirlit before u? and make, it so hot for 
the superstitious that when one 
Miss Taylor comes in our midst she 
will not be molested by. but allowed 
to teach both by precept and ex- 



| to the end that all might be 




the Chicago Ksamin 
t OLD WOMAN'S 



U useless Energy There As Use- 
less as Exposing the Trick in 
"The Lizard in the King s 



A cheerful, ingenious old Ital- 
ian woman uaiwd Ktisiipia I'alla- 
dino has made money, amused the 
wise and deceived some of the 
foolish- they like to be deceived 
—with so-called "spiritualistic 
demonstrations. " 

This pleasant old lady sits at 
the end of a table, looks soleiuu, 
holds the hands if the men next 
her, and by and by, lifts the ta- 
ble, rings bells, agitates banjos 
and says that the spirits are 
busy. 

This gray-haired woman, amus- 
ing the mystifying grown-up 
children, was really a cheerful 
spectacle. She did no especial 
harm. Only a child could have 
considered striously the work that 
she was doing. 

Hut "scientific" grown men hid 
on the door, crawled uud ;r chairs, 
watched the old woman '■ feet, and 
solemnly told that they had ex- 
posed "the great fraud.'' 

Of course it wus a fraud, but 
there was nothing great about it. 
Madam Palladiuo has done, and 
will continue to do, for the gulli- 
ble what all the other so-called 
mediums have done, and will do, 
for many years. 

She lifts up the table with her 
foot, or blows the breath out of 
the corner of her mouth, so that 
a wind seems to come from the 
top of her head. She wiggles a 
curtain, groans artistically, says, 
"Dio Dio,' and enjoys herself. 

Just why anybody should want 
to expose her or to infer with 
her harm less entertainment it is 
difficult to understand. 

In Africa they have witches of 
their own kind. And there is 
much competition among them. 

When the African King is ill, 
the ambitious young witch doc- 
can do what you like with the old 
and successful practitioner, 
his opportunity. The young 
bitious man says to the King i 
"Your Majesty is very ill. Y 
.Miaji sty has inside of your royal 
stomach a good-sized lizard. It 
was put tin re by the old w 
doctor, your enemy, who is trying 
to conjure you and kill you. ' 

This, of course, frightens 
King, and he says to the ambitious 
young doctor: "Prove it and you 
can do what you like witr the old 
witch doctor's head." 

Then the young witch doctor 
takes the old King into a dark 
corner, gives him a violent emetic, 
and later on shows him a young 
and active lizard and perhaps a 
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The old King, as simple as those 
that watch Madam Palladino, is 
convinced that the lizard and tur- 
tles really were in his stomach. 

Off goes tre old witch doctor's 
head, and the young ambitious 
man takes the lucrative job. 

The tricks of the medium, the 
fortune tellers and the otaher 
frau. Is are simply childish. They 
ought, perhaps, to be st ipped by 
the police when they take the 
form of extorting money from 



But they are certain 
worthy the attention of I 



A man's science" must be of 
the thinuest, feeblest, flattest 
kind if he really needs to crawl 
on his stomach to convince him- 
self that it isn't true that a poor, 
gray-haired old woman can call 
spirits from the other world and 
persuade them to make fools of 
themselves by hammering on a 
banjo. 

The Kev. Dr. Uarvie, of New 
College, Ilaiiipstcad, has deliber- 
ately let the cat out of the bag. 
He is reported to have told I Put- 
ney oongregmtion thai our firal 
duty i.s o raped ol sin. Br didn't 
ear. a rap whether the first 

chapters of Oeoeaia rare literal 

history or Dot, his supreme eon- 

oern being, "la sin aha world? Is 

sin in us?" His answer was. of 
eourse. in the alii nnnl i ve. Then 
ha -halt Mr. Campbell a strong 
blow, repudiating his definition 
of sin as selfishness, because it 
was "entirely inadequate." Sin. 
according to Professor Onrv ' 
does not eimsi-t entirely in moral 

diaobecatenoe, but also in religious 
distrust." In its essence, sin is 



after having stripped it of it* the- 

i anaaahafi but l>r. fl ag a h 
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Atheists. Freethinkers, AgnoBtica, 
Morally, they may be na noble and 
pure iw are the aturels round the 
(treat White Throne; but, unless 
they repent Mai turn, they shall 
be damned to all eternity, all the 
same. Thi.s is the nauseating non- 
sense upon which the thoughtful 
people of today are turning their 
backs in ever increasing numbers. 



Will take plana at M'oftitt's drove 
on Sunday, August, 7th, 1910. 

Recitations, .speeches and music 
will be on the program in the 

forenoon. Alter dinner, i Lector* 
will he delivered by Hon. <J. t). 
Holly, one of Dam Moines' most 
eloquent lawyers. 

All are welcome. Bring youx 
baskets well filled and baVVI I 
good outing. 



WORLDS BEST WATCHES. 

Men's New Thin Model, 16 Size. 

Waltnam: "Riverside Maxi- 
m us, " S.i jewels, tpoo; "Crescent 
Street,' 1 21 jewels, $28 j "River- 
,Mde. L9 jewels, $21 ; "P. T. Bart- 
iet,t, 17 jewels, !j>12.oO; "625," 
U jewels, $10; 15 jewels, $ti; 7 
jewels, $6. 

tlgin: "No. 150" or "162," 21 
j.weis, $55; "Veritas," 23 jei 
els, $oi»; li. \V. Raymond, It) je. 
els, $21; "242," 17 jewels, $1S; 
'Ji4V li" jewels, $12; 16 jewels, 
t>t>; I jewels, $6; "340" or "899. 
U jewels, $1U. 

u..scs: All the above in the new 
Thin Miodel Silverino Screw 
Cases. In Fay's, Crown or Deu- 
ba* tilled gold case, guaranteed 
by the uianul'ucturens for 20 
j ears, artistic hand chased 
plain, $3, or hunting case, $5 
more. In 25 year case, $2 more 
than in 20 year ease. In c. 
guaranteed for all time, screw, $ti, 
or hunting, $10 more than in 
venue case. Prices of solid gold 
. ases on application. 

Every watch guaranteed tresh 
and new from factory (,no "shop- 
Keepers",), an accurate timekeep- 
er and, if well used, good for 
,nty years or longer. Will be 
kept in order for one year. I pay 
freight. 

> end tor price list of Watches 
not li.sf.d above, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Rings, Silver and Plated 
Ware, Optical Goods, Ring 
Gtaagn, ana my tract. "The Ax 
and the Root," free. Highest 
price paid for old gold. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

La Grange, Cook Co., 111. 

110 N. Kensington Ave. 



EXCURSION 

$1.52 

CINCINNATI 

AND RETURN 



QUEEN&CRESCENT 



SUNDAY 



JULY 31 



SPECIAL TRAIN 

Leaving Lexington 7:25 A.M. 




THE DRUGQieT. 

Inigglnt. lorn, and Inn*. 

r without guile 

'oiKi rf* gr.»l> mv telephone 



I have on hand mt glue and 
A lance and free supply. 

ru e-iadty get 




Chappie— I bought this gween paw- 
wot lawst Fwlday, and I'm teaching 
him to tut-talk, doncherknow. 

Smller — Gee, If you succeed in 
teaching him to talk as you do. he'll 
be a bird! 



The comet came and went Its way. 

It wasn't hard to handle. 
W>"ve seen a far more nerce <J 

Out of 

"Dese pure-food guys make me 
tired," muttered Micky Jones, as he 
looked over the newspaper. 

"What's de trouble, kiddo?" asked 
his chum. 

"Why, in de winter months dey al- 
ways get off dat gag about ice cream 
being adulterated an' unhealthy. Why 
don't dey spring it in de summer 
when de goils I 
hour to treat?" 



Crushing. 

Mars, on being introduced to Bel- 
lona, became very sentimental. "You 
look nice enough to eat!' he simpered. 

She regarded him severely. "You 
mistake the name, sir! Bellona, not 
Bologna!" quoth »he with crushing 
frodeur. 

Whereupon such of the gods as were 
within earshot gave way to Homeri. 
laughter.— Puck. 



Self Consciousness. 

"Is this silk of the latest style?" 
asked the man who had been appoint- 
ed on a reception committee. 

"The very latest," replied the 
obliging salesman. 

Then I don't want It. What I'm 
after is something new enough not to 
be shabby and old enough to look as if 



to the lady at the front door, "can 
yous spare a pore beggar a copper?" 

"Certainly," answered the lady and, 
turning to a speaking tube, she called: 
"Jane, send that policeman you have 
in the kitchen up heri at once." 

But the hobo was beating It up the 
nearest alley. 



AMONG THE FOUR HUNDRED. 




SwWllngton- I can't Imagine what 
made the bridegroom so nervous. 

Wellington — I can. 

Swelllngton— What? 

Wellington— He didn't have time to 
get his prospective father In law' 
check certified before the ceremony. 

Long After Longfellow. 

She »»ng a sonc Into the air, 

1 ,111. r lw:iM f.. una where If hud blown 
In u iliop-a-penny gruphophone. 



Doing Her Best. 

"And will you love me always?" 

"With Just an occasional intermis- 
sion.' explained the girl. "I have 
promised to be engaged to another fel- 
low when I go to the beach." 



Two Sides. 

Author— My I molts sell like hot 

Orttta fee! and they are Just a 
as hard to digest — Judge. 



Nor he that acaien a llnmlnic v 



The rhlp la fant upon a ro<k. 
Nor drien he navigate the ulr— 
"" '■ playing leada In aummer 

The maldeni vase at him and •! 

He la the envy of ths txiji; 



M. Wharry was telling some 
friends about a proposed fishing trip 
lake in Colorado he had in con- 
templation. 

"Are there any trout out there?" 
asked one friend. 

"Thousands of 'em,' replied Mr. 
W hairy. 

"Will they bite easily?" asked an- 

othr-r friend 

"Will they?" Paid Mr. Wharry. "Why 
they're absolutely vicious. A man has 
to hide behind a tree to bail a hook." 



BROKE IN HALF. 




Bystander— That's something of a 
novelty in the way of an automobile. 
Seems to be made in two separate 
parts. 

The Copper— It ain't maoe that way. 
The ijuy that owns it just ran into a 
trolley car. 



As It Might Have Eeen. 

King Richard had been sorely trted- 
Rlchmond gave him many a pain; 

Then he got mad and loudly erled: 
"My kingdom for an aeroplane!" 



"Why don't you go to work""' asked 
the kind lady 

"1 would, ma'am," replied the husky 
hobo, "ef I had de material *nd de 

tools." 

'What tools and material do you re- 
quire?" queried the k. L 

"A knife an' fork an' some food," 
answered the h. h. 



At Amended. 

"The man who trusts another edu- 
cates him," remarked tho generator 
of near-philosophy. 

"You have said it," rejoined the stu- 
dent of human nature. "And the more 
trusting he does the more he will add 
to his own stock of knowledge." 



Stabbed. 

"I never leave my mirror until 1 am 
perfectly satisfied with my appear- 
ance.' 

"You're easily satisfied, or you'd 
never leave It." 



8HE HAD EATEN SOME ONCE. 

I LI 




Prospective Employer— Can 
cook on the chafing dish? 

Cook— No. ma'am. 



e you a dollar more a week 



Mrs Myles— You w 
bridge party yesterday? 

Mrs Styles — No; I was detained by 
sickness at home. 

"So sorry! I hope your dear little 
dog Fldo wasn't sick?" 

"Oh, no; only one of 



Shrewd Advertising. 

"It took that Simpson wumi 
time to break into print 
she accomplish it?" 

"By getting somebody to inform the 
custom-house officers at New York 
that she was attempting to smuggle 
in a 



as Mr Dingly " 
"I am M 
"Then I n 



taken I was mistaken In thinking I 
was mistaken, and, being mistaken In 
thinking I was mistaken when I wasn't 
mistaken. I was glad to find I was 
mistaken when I thought I was mis- 
taken, because I wasn't mistaken; or. 
rather, I was mistaken when I thought 




"I have here,'" says the Inventor to 
the capitalists, "two plans for radical 
changes In sleeping cars." 

"Yes?" murmurs the capitalists. 

"This plan Increases thr space giv- 
en to each passenger and makes the 
berth much more comfortable by — " 

"Can't consider It." 

"Wall, the second plan makes the 
car uncomfortable, but It enables it to 
carry half as many more passengers, 



Reason For Doubt. 

The obese party with the big dia- 
mond In his tie claimed to be a self- 
made man and a millionaire. 

"But," we asked, "were you not hap- 
pier when you were earning $1.15 a 
day by the sweat of your brow?" 

"No," he answered, "I am happier 
now than at any previous stage of the 

Thus were we led to doubt the mil- 



More Frenzied Finance. 

Bleeker — I don't see why our gov- 
ernment should tax the people or need 
a tariff. It has exclusive control of 
the greatest money making business 
on earth. 

Meeker— Referring to the mint? 

Bleeker— No. The stamps we pay 2 
cents apiece for cost the government 
only 7 cents a thousand. 




The Bricklayer's Wife — Dreaming, 
eh? I suppose you were building 
castles in the air. 

The Bricklayer— No. I'm mending 
chimneys of castles In the air. 




All In 

Edyth— Have you heard the 
Mayme— Don't know. Let s 
Edyth-Fred says his father 
ns to disinherit him if he 



Mayme— Fudge! That's merely a 
biuff to make you think his father has 



Flaw In the Theory. 

"Every girl," remarked the fussy old 
bachelor, "should learn her father's 
business and thus become Indepen- 
dent" 

"Oh. I don't know," replied the fair 

"My fi " 



maid. 



His 

"Your marriage to 
American heiress, my son," said the 
Countess DeBroque, "will humble our 
ancestral pride in the dust." 

"That's all right, mother." rejoined 
the titled son. "She has agreed to 
furnish the dust." 



"What makes you say he Is crook- 
4?" 

"He told me so himself." 



"Why so?" 

"Ho spent three weeks In Europe 
and thrte yearB boasting about it aft- 
erward." — Detroit Free I'ress. 



Fellow Feeling. 
Wife— And will you promise to wa- 
ter the flowers regularly while I am 

Husband — Don't you worry about 
Btet I know what thlna UHOl*. 



Tha preachers represented liim I 
low, < Icl: railed wretch without j»ri 
,.le or conscience. But, oh! how 
rerell when I hlTWdf HI furthe 
Mud he wns mi lumest, true man, 
irieiilrst 1'iU'tor in the in<l"pcu.leiice 
of our country, the liberty we enjoy. 
We owe to him more than r-ny other 
one man. He also said ( I believe ii 
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HE DIED THE BEST HE COULD i ml mh| leading mailer. and in 
AND THE BEST ARE NOT Iwai rivwtiMd TlMMMM Ptia.'. *| 
SUPPOSED TO DO ANY ol RcMoa, I mb) taek Meratl] u 

Christian friends thinking it was 
(By Joel M. Berry.) Imi.ible thing M read anything M 

It i* stated that in the beginning MM* When N the lirst page 
god created the heaven and liu earth, read UmM w.mls ol Paine. "J believ 
The writer don't even presume to tell in one god and no more and hope ti 
us when the beginning wa», but leave*. | happiness luieat'ler." I could hardl 
every one to decide that question lot 
themselves. But the most reasouabh 
conclusion is, that he done the best 
he could. One writer will tell us all 
about what happened in the begil 
ning, another all about what is going 
to happen in the end. While 
truth is, that neither a beginning 
au end are within the reach ot mo 
man to even conjecture. 

It is stated that on one occasion 
the lord undertook to help Judab 
drive the Cunaanites out of the val 
ley. It says that he drove out thi 
inhabitants of the mountain but couk 
not drive out the inhabitants of tht 
valley, because they had cbarriots ol 
iron. See Judges 1:17-19. 

liuther hard, don't you think, on £ 
lord who is reputed to be allpowerl'u 
and nothing impossible with him, but 
no doubt he done the best he could 
Now this same lord is said to be uu 
changeable, "that he for millions of 
ages had existed surrounde J enlireh 
with nothing." Did he gel tired ol 
his inactive life, and conclude that a 
change would be for the better'/ It 
would seem so at least, for nl! at once 
he wakes up out of his DilMM ami 
goes to world making. Why did he 
wish to change f Had the immense 
quantity of nothing ,with which he 
was surrounded, just reached the right 
temperature to make worlds off 

The Prophet Malachi, must have 
been just a little i 
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■ not." See Mai. 3:li. C>uite a 
! don't you think, fr.>ni doing 
; to world making f And then 
will say, Therefore the Lord, (jod, of 
Israel saith, I said indeed that thy 
house, and the house of thy lathers 
should walk before me forever, but 
now the Lord saith, Be ii lu from 
me. First Sam. 2:30. 

And again will say, God is not a 
man that he should lie. Neither the 
sou of ma., that he should repent. 
Niiui Still. Then will say. And god 



iheir 



,rks, tha 
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from their evil way, and god repent- 
ed of the evil that he had Said that 
he would do unto them and he did 
it uot. Jonah 3:9-10. 

Now we a?k, in the face of such 
plain positive contradictions as the 
alwve, what is the honest, truth-loving 
person goitig to do, "Believe them 
allf" No. Hi can't honestly do that, 
unless he believes one of them to be 
a lie, and the other a falsehood. If 
that is the best god can do then we 
are done with him. 



PAINE MADE HIM FREE. 

Ckewsville, Mn.yland. 
Mr. James £. Hughes, 

Lexington, Ky. 
Dear Sir:— 



The thoughts thai eniiitinatcd from 
his brain was in ver dreamed of before. 
It was bible and nothing more, all the 
good was in the bible and all bad out 
of il. How our Ex-President Theodore 
BooamK, wilh all his seemingly in- 
telligence, could call him a tilthy, lit- 
tle Atheist. A man certainly cannot 
he Ik mset after investigating, to call 
a man like Thomas I'aine such a 
character bu! my dear readers 1 pre- 
dict that the name of Thomas Paine! 
will live down through the ages when) 
Theodore Ki.osevelt will be gone and J 
6te T guitwa V It cannot be otherwise 
when people come to be honest and 
honor the man as they should. 

1 honor him as one of the greatest 
men that ever lived. 1 strayed some- 
subject. Will ret urn 
ding his work I am a 
hank him f -i it. It 
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vanished. A Christian cun- 
o. [ have been ostrucised 
tied for my belief, but for 

.ventv-live vears am slil! in 



tits lit I 



ml r 



I add God Bless the name 
•mas l'aiiic, the savior of our fr< 
n and country. 

GEO, DAHLHAMER. 



Blue (ipflss Bi9dc Bound Volume 

Containing Fifty-two Copies of The Blade and all handsomely 
bound in Blue Buckram with gold letters. 

$3.00 Reduced from last year's price $3.00 

Subscribe NOW and *et your name on the list in time. 

A STILL BETTER OFFER! 

For Five New Subscribers For Five New Subscribers 

We will send ONE COPY of the Bound Volume 

FREE OF COST! 

To any person sending us five new subscribers in one club »t the regular rates before Dec. 31. 1909 
THE CLUB IS PREFERABLE! GET UP ONE! SECURE A COPY FREE! 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, Lexingtpn | 
f»*W^H<-W<*H W»»H»» ♦♦♦♦♦♦ '/❖«>W < H^t^ < i > ^^^ 



religions matters. I was reared with j theology ot I 
a good, honest, well inteutioued I what ground 

mother, whose memory 1 still cherish, ' in all churches he justified 1 But are 



THE OFFENSE OF THE CROSS. 

(J. T. Lloyd in Loudon Freethinker.) 

There arc professing christians not 
a few to whom the orthodox doctriue 
ling-block. They wonder "whether a 
Inig-block. They wonder "whether a 
Uod of love could justly allow his 
suffer death for the 
and how such a 
death could secure anybody *s salva- 
tion. The Kev. Harry Bisseker in the 
Methodist Tunas for May 5, makes a 
heroic attempt to eonvince them that 
their difficulty arises from the fact 
thul they ••take their theology from 
the refrains of popular hymns rather 
than from the teaching of scripture." 
But is not the popularity of such 
hymns a coLclusive proof that the 
theology embodied in them is the 
acceptable to the ma- 
iausf Besides, if the 
ch hymns is false, on 
their constant use 



although dead eighteen years, 
was kind and loving and loved by all 
who knew her and a ver, devout 
Christian. She believed in ihe mourn- 
ers' bench religion and under those 
instructions 1 was at the mourners' 
bench when. I was thirteen, und lived 
along for ubout four years, but didn't 
believe 1 was thoroughly converted. 

When 1 was seventeen 1 again went 
to the mourners' bench, prayed day 
and night for god to give me light. 
When at school 1 would ask permis- 
sion to go out and would preVj . 1 was 
at the bench about three weeks iu 
the mouth of January, and praying 1 
got all in ■ prespirulion and going 
out iu the night air 1 caught a terri- 
ble cold from which 1 took typhoid 
pneumonia, which nearly ended niy 



"the refrai is of popular hymns" out 
of harmony with the teaching of 
script ui e .' Mr. Bisseker dues not fur- 
nish a Miigle instance in support of 
his assertion, and, indeed, it is not too 
bold an acl lu characterise the asser- 
tion a» a fcioss exaggeration. One 
hymn says:— 

"We were sinners dooiu'd to die 
Jesus paid I he penalty." 

Does Mr. Bisseker hold that there 
is no biblical authority for those two 
statements? Dues not the Apostle 
1'aul teach thul all men arc sinners, 
lying helpless under the wrath of 
holy godf Do we not read in the 
fourth gospel (iii. 3b) that "the 
wrath of gou abideth" on everyone 
who refusah to believe on h ; s son/ 
Are not believers informed (Eph. 
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be more eurnest and sincere than 1 
was, but 1 could not feel that 1 was 
in a saver erudition as i was taught. 
Jluwever, 1 prayed along and in fear 
of going to hell 
change of heart, 



they "were by nature children of 
wrath, even us the rest," and thul 
they "were saved from the wrath of 
god" through Jesus Christ ..Komai » 
Of) Bursty such expressions fully 
»tify the hue, "We were sinners 



he lord had j do. 
gone buck OH me, on they use lo quote 
the Scripture, that ihe spirit of good 
wuuld not always strive with man. 1 
cannot describe by feeling in a lost 
condition with all my eurn.st plead- 
ing for forgiveness. For a while it 
made me a meutaJ and physical wreck. 

As J was going to say, 1 went alung 
in that condition until 1 was about 
twenty and no change. 1 had heard 
su much from the preachers about 
Thomas I'aine, Voltaire and other 
people, who were not Christians, I 
concluded to find out what they had 
to say and believe and f concluded 
I was lost any way as I sincerely be- 
lieved the bible and had never read 



die." But ha* the othei 
line, "Jesus paid the penally," any | 
foundation in scripture .' In Maliujw 
xx. 18 we read: "The son of man 
came nut to be ministered unto but j 
to minister, and to give his life u run- 



"Ins own self carried up our 
ihe ii. .-. that we, having died unto 
sin, might live unto righteousness." 
In 1 John ii. 2 we find the statement 
that Christ "is the propitiation fat 
our sins; and not for ours only, but 
also for the whole world." 

Now, who was it that needed to be 
propitiated, conciliated, or appeased, 
to whinn was it necessary to give a 
ransom, before mankind coultl be set 
free? The answers to that question 
are many anu conflicting; bui the fact 
remains that, according to the teach- 
ing of scripture, mankind were by 
nature iu a position from which ex- 
trication wis possible only by pay- 
ment of a ransom or penalty, and that 
the only acceptable ransom or price 
was the life of the only begotten son 
of god. As Paul says in Oalatiaus, 
we were under "the curse of the 
law," and lould be redeemed from 
only at the cost of Christ's becomi 
"a curse for us." Mr. Bisseker e 
deavors to remove the offeuse of the 
cross by doing away with the cross; 
but that is u task that cannot be ac- 
complished. To say that the cross 
means nothing but vicarious suffer 
iug, as known among ourselves, is tc 
play fust and loose wilh most of tht 
New Testament, particularly with the 
teaching of 1'uul, Peter and John. God 
either could not, or would rot, save 
the world except at the infinite ex- 
pense of sacrificing his only begotten 
sou and, as history abundantly shows, 
the stupendous sacrifice was made 
practically in vain. 

The value of vicarious 
humuu life is incalculabe. It "is the 
strongest redemptive influence' 
known to us. On this one point w 
are in complete agreement with Ml 
Bisseker. HU as Dr. Dale, in hi 
scathing criticism uf Bushnell's th( 
ory of the utoueineut, so clearly 
proved, the sufferings of Christ on 
Calvary were expialury, Dot simply 
vicurious; i satisfaction to the Law 
of Eternal liighteousness, or to Uod 
in person, nut merely syuipath. 
Trench also, iu his Greek Synonyms 
of the Xew Testament, comes to the 
same conclusion, and it is difficult to 
understand how any honest exegete 
can arrive at any other conviction. It 
is beyond all doubt, however, that Mr. 
Bisseker, though a Wesleyau minis- 
ter, cunuut conscientiously endorse the 
Apostolic doctrine of the atonement 
any more th:in his correspondents. He 
quietly ignores it, and offers some- 
thing else, radically different, in its 
place, and claims, without even at- 
tempting to verify jt, that this is the 
genuine apostolic teaching. He is 



neither does nor can. A few years ago 
Dr. Horton waxed exceedingly angry 
with some youug Congregatk-nal min- 
ister who was suspected of denying 
the saving power of the cross, and 
denunciatory language employed 
more strong than elegant. But 
not even Dr. Horton, honestly con- 
.lating the conditions of life in 
Loudon today, can have the temerity 
to affirm that Christianity has been 



erted the omnipotent power lo save 
attributed io it. For whatever good 
is said lo have done the 
credit belongs to the church; and the 
amount of that good work is so dis- 
mally meagre that the church ought 
be ashamed to ascribe it to the so- 
called omnipotent church. Conversions 
; so few aud far between, and often 
disappointing iu their results, that 
regard them as the work of the 
ily Chust is to be guilty of the most 
Igar blasphemy. The church cannot 
ust uf he.' achievements, even look- 
ing upon them as exclusively her 
own; but to praise God for them is 
to offer him an unpardonable insult, 
lu reality, 'l.e cross is nothing but an- 
other name for the church and the 
otf'cuse of ihe cross is the result of 
it were something elst 



inanity has never yet been S* light. 
Neither the Pagan nor the christian 
i has done more than mark a 
stage in us history. For another 
thing, nobody can tell us what the 
88 is, or what it signilies to be 
ed by it. Indeed, theologians do 
little but quarrel among themselves 
to its nature and work, mult the 
ferences between them are enor- 
>us. The only church that is any- 
ng like unanimous on the interpre- 
:ion of it is the Catholic, while the 
Protestant sects all agree in con- 
ling the Catholic version and to- 
tally disagree with one another as to 
■orrect one. Are we not fully jus- 
tified, then, in regarding the cross it- 
self as an intolerable offense, and in 
doing our almost to rid the world of 
it 1 Whether in orthodox or heterodox 
forms it is a mischievous symbol, in 
hat it diverts the minds of men from 
the actual interests of life by causing 
[hem to concentrate on dreams of the 



fancy as if they 
ties. Great Brit; 
detriment, the 
creeds. The en 
ions and faction 
tions; and '.' lias 
thing else. 



veritable reali 
tin is still, to its own 
battle-field of the 
iss makes for divis- 
. and angry disputa 
never made for any 
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sing, 



g.e; 



•"When 1 survey the wondrous cross 
Uu which the Prince of glory died, 

My richest gains 1 count but loss, 
And pour contempt on all my 

pride. ' ' 



but either they do not m 
say with such feeling, i 
forget it lue next n 



in what they 
meaning it, 



ulpab! 



in reject 



lory of 
e New 



Not 



of a prisoner, the penalty, the suitir- 
ing, exacted in order to legalise Hie 
release of a captive. Paul lolls the 
BaWUU) Christians that they "were 
bought with a price," and Peter cays 
to Ins readers, "Ye were redeemed, 
not with corruptible things, with sil- 
ver or gold, from your vaij iLanner 
of lite hiatal down from yjur fath- 
ers, but wil l precious blood, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without 
spot, even Ihe blood of Christ. 



1 was handed a copy of ihe Tnitli 
Seeker by a friend and was surprised another place, Peter says that Jesus 



propit 

Tcstumeut w riters, but is it not rather 
dishonoring to the Holy Trinity to 
represent the second member of it as 
descending t ) the earth and becoming 
man in order to give the world a spec- 
tacular lesson in vicarious service T 
Why, there had been a vast deal of 
that beneficent ministry for count- 
less ages before he came, and there 
has scarcely been au increase of it 
since his departure. Hence, if he 
came for that purpose, he came 
wholK in vain; and if he came to do 
the work attributed to him by Paul, 
Peter, and John, his advent was 
equally fruitless. 

The question is often asked, "Does 
or can the Cioss savet" Without a 
it 



h there 

is so much reed in other directions. 

The curious thing is, however, that 
Ihe cross is neither the creation nor 
the discovery of Christianity. As a 
matter of fact, the cross was supposed 
to possess si viug qualities many ceu- 
turies before the time of Chrisl. Who 
has not read of ihe cross of ancient 
Mexico, uu which there was a figure 
representing the Savior-God T In 
Isaiah xiv. 1 Cyrus is called a Messiah 
or Christ, and Diodorus Siculus tells 
the story of his crucifixion. Attis, 
Osiris Dionysus, and Mithra were all 
Diviue Saviors who became such by 
dying, generally on the Sacred Tree, 
or Cross. In Persia, Kgypt, Car- 
thaginia, India, Scythia, as well as in 
Greece, magic virtue attached to the 
Cross from immemorial times. It is 
undeniable, therefore, that in Chris- 
tianity the c oss is a borrowed symbol, 
and possess.* no more real virtue than 
it did in the Pagan religious. The 
Persians believed it to be a charm 
aguinst evil and death, while to oth- 
ers it was a solar symbol aglow with 
creative and fructifying power. The 
christians, iu making it the symbol of 

world's redemption, July slightly 
modified its Pagan significance, and in 
so doing rendered its symbolism more 
mysterious and unreal than it had 
ever been before. The God-man of 
Palestine is quite as mythic as the 
Savior Cods of heathen mythologies, 
and more impossible in that he is 
clothed with more definite and per- 
sonal attributes. The idea of super- 
natural persons becoming incarnate 



and dying CO set humanity right is 
laughably absurd. For one thing, hu- 
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